
Erika	Vega
based	in	the	short-tales	by	Juan	Rulfo

Cuentos	Rulfianos

Oxford	2022



2

Composed	thanks	to	the	support	of	
Sistema	Nacional	de	Creadores	de	Arte

Cuentos	Rulfianos	is	dedicated	to	Edith	Ruiz
							



3

N�O�T�E�S

Slow�scrape�on�the�string�
(at�the�low�register).��
With�a�coin�or�fingernails.�

Very�fast�scrape�ON�the�strings�
(at�the�low�register).��
With�a�coin�or�fingernails�

short�fermata
medium�fermata�3'�approx.�
long�fermata�5'�approx.�

After�the�second�movement,�the�pianist�should�put�on�knitted�gloves�before�
beginning�the�third�movement.�The�gloves�serve�both�a�textural�purpose̶for�glissandi�
and�clusters̶and�add�a�subtle�element�of�theatricality�to�the�performance.�The�third�
movement�should�be�started�with�the�gloves�on.�At�bar�26,�the�r ight�glove�should�be�
removed�using�the�teeth�as�part�of�the�staged�action.�This�gesture�should�be�integrated�
naturally�into�the�flow�of�the�piece,�maintaining�the�balance�between�theatrical�expression�
and�musical�continuity.The�altered�tactile�interaction�
with�the�instrument�is�intended�to�influence�both�sound�and�gesture.

Two�different�techniques�of�pizzicato�are�required:
-�pizz�f.t. �����with�fingertip,�towards�the�centre�of�the�string
-�pizz�stick���with�tr iangle�stick,�near�the�pins,

r.h.��r ight�hand
l.h.��left�hand

Cluster�on�strings�with�both�
palm�of�the�hands,
the�register�is�approximate.�

Mute�the�strings�with�
r ight-hand-palm�firmly�
before�or�after�the�dampers.
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Touch	the	string	sl ightly	w/f.t.	at	the	proper	
node	to	produce	the	harmonic.	For	the	4th
harmonic,	ouch	the	far	side	of	the	harmonic	
node,	i .e.,	the	side	far ther	from	the	player,	
closer	to	the	middle	of	the	string,	away	
from	the	dampers.

Release	the	finger	immediately	after	the	string	is	
struck	to	let	the	resonance	to	come	off.
Play	an	octave	lower	according		to	the	
piano's	stress	bars.

For	this	movement	the	E	string	has	to	
be	marked	in	advance	(with	a	marker	pen)
to	locate	the	node	point	to	produce	the
2nd,	3rd,	4th	and	5th	par tial	harmonics	:
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